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Business Highlights of NEAC: 

● 14 churches disaffiliated from the UMC 

● The 7 part-time district administrative assistant positions will become four full-time positions with the 

title Regional Administrator. 

○ Phyllis Riviere — Granite and Green Mountain districts 

○ Lori Umberhind — Katahdin and Many Waters districts 

○ Allyson Printz — Commonwealth East and West districts  

○ The fourth position, covering the Seacoast District and providing support to the Director of 

Connectional Ministries, has not yet been filled. 

● 9 persons were ordained, 8 persons were commissioned (provisionally ordained), 14 persons were 

licensed as local pastors, 11 persons were certified as lay ministers, and 1 person was commissioned as 

a home-missioner 

● Grace Pugh Hubbard will serve as Conference Climate Coordinator, a part-time position, helping 

churches be more responsible stewards of the environment and leading advocacy efforts. New England 

is the only UMC Conference to have a staff person dedicated to the work of climate justice.  

● Approved the following legislation (full text of resolutions found here) 

○ RS-23-212 Covenant Hills Visioning Team – page 81 – approved 

○ RS-23-213 NEAC Divest From Fossil Fuels – page 83 — approved 

○ RS-23-214 Fund Black And Urban Churches With Equity — page 83 — approved 

○ RS-23-215 Cancel Conference Debt of Black Churches – page 84 — approved – as amended 

○ RS-23-216 Praying For Korea’s Peace – page 86 — approved 

○ RS-23-217 Exploring Land Restitution – page 87 — approved 

○ RS-23-218 Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion – page 88 — approved 

○ RS-23-219 Re-Organizing the Connectional Table – page 90 – approved 

○ RS-23-238 Endorsing A Strategic Vision Forward for NEAC – page 586 – approved as amended 

 

Pastor’s Message 

 

The Holy Spirit was indeed moving as we gathered in Manchester, NH 

for NEAC 2023 to “draw the circle wider still.” I, along with Cheryl 

Barb (Lay Leader and Lay Delegate to AC), Dave Jenkins (SPRC Chair 

and Lay Equalization Member), and Joyce Hawkins (Clothes Closet 

Director and Lay Equalization Member) spent three days in amazing 

worship, fellowship, holy conversations, and doing the important 

business of the NEAC.  

 

 

Pastor Annie’s Recap from New England Annual Conference 2023 
 

https://www.neumc.org/preconferencematerials
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NEAC Worship Links: 

● Morning Worship June 8th with Episcopal Address from Bishop Peggy Johnson 

○ Bishop Peggy A. Johnson delivered her first Episcopal Address in New England Thursday 

morning focusing on the conference theme of "drawing the circle wider still." Bishop Johnson 

called on all our churches to do the challenging work of drawing our circles wider. 

○ beginning-01:10:00 

● Memorial Service with Rev. Rev. Carol Lakota Eastin, an elder from the Illinois Great Rivers Annual 

Conference and Native American leader in the denomination 

○ In her sermon titled "The Empty Place" on Matthew 11:25-30 (First Nations Version: An 

Indigenous Translation Of The New Testament), Rev. Lakota Eastin spoke about the death of 

her son from liver cancer at 17 and the "empty place" it left at their dinner table and in their 

hearts. 

○ 0:18:50-01:49:40 

● Ordination Service with Bishop Héctor A. Burgos Núñez, who serves the Upper NY Area 

○ In his sermon titled "What does this mean?" on Luke 4:14-19 /Acts 2:1-12, Bishop Burgos 

offered this advice and encouragement to the clergy class and all of us:"I do not pretend to 

know everything there is to know about this subject," he said, "but through the story of 

Pentecost, and my life journey, I am learning that living in the fullness of Christ and 

experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit every day in my leadership includes ..." 

○ 00:05:30-end 

● The Rev. Dr. Becca Girrell received the 2023 Wilbur C. Ziegler Award for Excellence in Preaching. Dr. 

Girrell serves as pastor of the United Community Church of Morrisville, VT. 

○ 00:40:10-1:26-55 

● Laity Address by Michele Fournier, a certified lay speaker and member of Oakdale UMC in West 

Boylston, MA 

○ 01:02:48-01:27:57 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP 
 

 

Brenda Vaccaro, who was active at St. James until 2008, passed away on 
June 20.  Her memorial service was officiated by Rev. Annie Baker-Streevy 
at Rivet Funeral Home on June 27. We send prayers of comfort to her 
husband Philip, children Michael and Katie and two grandchildren. 
 

https://youtu.be/8lF_FN5vgKo
https://youtu.be/ewhPctF623s
https://youtu.be/ZdknvP9Hah4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t4jdBopBsyI&t=2406s
https://youtu.be/HCqvJMzAkv8
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ST. JAMES COMMITTEES AND TEAMS 

 

Pastor’s Summer Vacation 

Pastor Annie will be away on vacation from July 3-16.  On Sunday, July 9, 
Cheryl Barb will lead the worship service and music director Darlene Skene 
will lead us in a Sunday worship hymn sing.  Niki Turner will be our guest 
preacher on July 16. 
Rev. Kelly Turney from Main Street UMC in Nashua will be available for 
pastoral emergencies. The office phone at Main St. UMC is 603-882-3361. 
 

 

Summer Coffee Hour 
We need volunteers to make coffee and provide 
refreshments for coffee hour after church during 
the summer months.  There is a sign-up sheet on 
the bulletin board outside the church office if you 
would like to help. 

 

July Committee Meeting Schedule 

Because Independence Day is on a Tuesday this year, the committee meeting schedule has changed as 
follows: 
July 4    Independence Day  
  Church office, Food Pantry and Clothes Closet closed, no committee meetings 
July 11  7:00 pm Finance Committee meeting 
July 18  7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 
July 25  7:00 pm Trustees Meeting 
 
SPRC will not meet in July.    
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Trustees: A Look Back and a Look Forward 

In addition to overseeing the everyday management of the church and parsonage facilities, the Board of Trustees 
also manage the repairs and renovations. We have been very fortunate to use donations to cover many of the 
projects. In addition to the volunteer work of our members, we have had some outstanding contractors. (See 
the listing in this newsletter.) Here is a look back at some of the improvements made in the last four years. 

Parlor Area: Shortly before the Covid-19 shut-down, we began renovations on the parlor area. The parlor itself 
received a new coat of paint, new carpeting, and chairs. The parlor kitchen had a complete make-over including 
new cabinets, plumbing, flooring and paint. The choir robe room was painted and reconfigured with a new file 
cabinet. One of the bathrooms was also completely renovated with a new vanity, toilet and flooring. 

Parsonage Repairs: Extensive work had to be done at the parsonage due to leaks. Insurance money was used 
for all of the repairs to the garage and cellar areas.  

Undercroft: Unfortunately, leaky pipes forced the renovation of the undercroft. Insurance money was used in 
this area. Thanks to the dedicated work of volunteers, the remaining insurance money was used to fund other 
projects. 

Sanctuary Windows: Due to generous donations, we were able to replace the sanctuary windows, a project that 
had started several years ago.  

Production Room: With the help of a grant and matching funds, the production room was created in the former 
worship closet. Equipment was relocated from the balcony. New equipment and electrical work were completed 
to enhance our online capabilities. 

Roof: Perhaps the most visible improvement is the new roof on the sanctuary and office wing. Thanks to our 
predecessors, we had funds at the United Methodist Foundation to cover most of this expense. Insurance money 
remaining from the undercroft was used to cover the rest of the cost. 

Office Hallway: The office hallway flooring had become a safety issue with tiles that had lifted. The new flooring 
is the result of donations. 

Lighting: You may not realize that improvements and updates to all of our lighting have been a priority. First, all 
bathrooms now have motion activated lighting. The sanctuary chandelier bulbs were all replaced with LED bulbs 
and light switches were repaired. Most recently, all of the lighting in the Fellowship Hall Building and the Office 
Wing has been replaced. This project was made affordable due to the results of an energy audit. 

Other Repairs and Improvements: Other less visible items include faucet repairs, a new hot water heater, a 
renovated Trustee closet, and a new refrigerator and dishwasher at the parsonage. Some excavating work was 
done on the far side of the church to improve drainage in that area. 

What’s next?  
With safety in mind, the Trustees are planning to add a railing to the stairs leading from the office wing to the 
Fellowship Hall. The barn will receive a fresh coat of stain. Some thermostats will be replaced before the weather 
changes this fall. We are also looking into grants for some larger projects. If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please see a Trustee. We are always looking for help and new ideas. 
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OUTREACH 
 

Food Pantry News 

The Merrimack Community Food Pantry at St. James will be closed on Tuesday, July 4 in observance of the 
Independence Day Holiday. 
Donations wish list:  Personal care items (shampoo, etc.) and condiments.    

 

 

Follow st.jamesumc on Instagram! 

THANK YOU! 

The Trustees would like to recognize the 
contractors who have done work for us. 

 Gimas Electric 

 Jesseman Landscaping 

 Jan Pro Cleaners 

 Jim Trombly Plumbing and Heating 

 Kinetics Electric 

 Mike Taylor, painting 

 Nick Tracey Roofing 

 NJB Landscaping (Nick Burt, owner) 

 Rise Engineering 

 Spark Electric 

 The Carpet Center 

 

Yes, It Takes a Village 

The Trustees would like to thank all the volunteers who keep 
St. James running so smoothly. First, a shout out to Larry 
Hodkinson who does the mowing and keeps our lawn and 
shrubs looking great. Thanks to the members of the Merrimack 
Garden Club for maintaining the flower beds. Thanks go out to 
Dave Jenkins for keeping the sign up to date. We are grateful 
for everything that Doug Wilson and Dick Wallace do. They are 
our go to repair men when anything unexpected happens. We 
appreciate all of the volunteers who help out on Church Work 
days. Last, but not least, thanks to everyone who helps us make 
sure that doors are locked, thermostats are turned down and 
lights are off. If you notice something that needs to be repaired, 
please reach out to a member of the Board of Trustees: 
Dick Wallace, Doug Wilson, Lesley Fallu, Brenda DuLong, Kyle 
Sanborn, Mike Barb, Susan Cooke 

Buy a Bag to Support the Food Pantry 

The Merrimack Community Food Pantry will receive $1 from every $2.50 Fight Hunger Bag sold during July 
2023 at Hannaford, 4 Jenkins Rd, Bedford, NH 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

Outreach Team will Collect School Supplies 
Submitted by Cheryl Barb 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is no 
longer collecting school kits, so the Outreach Team here at  St. 
James would like to provide school supplies to local children in 
need.  We will collect backpacks and school supplies from mid-
July through the end of August, while most stores have their 
back-to-school sales. See Cheryl Barb if you have any questions.  

St. James Summer Reading 

Read along with us and then join the book 
discussion group on Zoom.  During the month of July 
we will read “The Book of Nature” by Barbara 
Mahany.  The book discussion will be Wednesday, 
July 26 at 7 pm. During the month of August, we will 
read ”The Passion of Dolssa” by Julie Berry.  The 
book discussion will be Wednesday, August 23 at 7 
pm. Email Pastor Annie (rev.anniebs@gmail.com for 
Zoom link. 
 

  

 

 

mailto:rev.anniebs@gmail.com
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Supplies needed.  Bring your donations and loaned items to church starting July 2. 

Plastic greenery or potted plants 

3 laser pointers 

black wrapping paper 

granola bars (about 20 count) 

pretzel rings 

snack-size and sandwich size zip-loc bags 

apples or prepackaged apple slices (20 prepackaged) 

black landscaping plastic 

plastic table cloths 4 each of tan, green, blue 

white poster board 

3 disposable pie plates  

24 oz water bottles with flip top caps (about 6) 

1 case of bottled drinking water 

Purple, blue and green food coloring (2 containers of each color) 

 

VBS 2023 
Friday July 21 from 5:00 to 7:30 pm and  

Saturday, July 22 from 9 am to 3 pm 

At Stellar VBS, kids will discover what it means to shine Jesus’ light in everyday 
life.  Stellar is filled with awesome Bible-learning experiences kids see hear and 
touch! Sciency-fun Gizmos, team-building games, unforgettable Bible songs, 
and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith flow into 
real life. 
 

 

Online registration for volunteers and participants: https://vbspro.events/p/50a03c 
 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/50a03c
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

 

Register for the whole day or just the seminar or lecture at https://www.nhcucc.info/event-details/lecture-
seminar-with-carter-heyward. 

 

Fisher Cats Baseball Faith & Family Night 
Saturday, July 15 

Organized by the Nurture Team 

If you are planning to attend the Fisher Cats Faith and Family evening, 
and are interested in carpooling from the church, please contact Carol 
Marrone. Also, we have one extra ticket for the game, available on a 
first - come first - served basis. If you can use the ticket, at no charge, 
please email Lesley Fallu at fallu@comcast.net.  
 

mailto:fallu@comcast.net
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Monthly Breakfast 

The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would 
love to have you join them for breakfast on the first 
Saturday of every month.   RSVP to George Fisher at 
fishergf@comcast.net so he knows how many people 
to expect.   
Date:  Saturday, July 1  
Time:  8:00 am 
Place: Mary Ann’s Diner (formerly Joey’s Diner. 
Same place, new owner) 1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst 
  

 

Merrimack Parks and Recreation  
Summer Concert Series 

Merrimack Parks and Recreation Department is hosting free 
weekly summer concerts at Abbie Griffin Park on Wednesday 
nights from 6-8 pm. Concerts will feature a variety of musical 
performances including oldies, swing, rhythm & blues, classic 
rock and more.  
As part of our Summer with St. James activities, we are 
planning a group outing to listen to the Neil Diamond tribute 
band Tru Diamond on July 19.  Bring a lawn chair or a blanket  
 

 

 

to sit on and some snacks to share with your friends and join us on July 19!   
Visit www.merrimackparksandrec.org for the complete Summer Concert Series schedule and other programs 
and events offered by Merrimack Parks & Rec. 
 

mailto:fishergf@comcast.net
http://www.merrimackparksandrec.org/
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Special Collection: 

 Do you have jewelry that you no longer wear? We would like to have a jewelry table this year. In 

order to get it all packaged and priced ahead of time, we would all donations by September 1. 

Please bring all jewelry donations to the church office. Jewelry boxes would also be helpful.  

Bring in any of the following: 

 Books and puzzles 

 Completed crafts 

 Silent Auction baskets, gift cards, other new items 

        Save items for the yard sale: 

 Starting in August, bring in yard sale items. We will have space reserved in the undercroft. 

Questions: Contact Lesley Fallu, fallu@comcast.net, or Brenda DuLong at bsdulong@gmail.com. 

 

Harvest Fair Help Wanted 

On Sunday, September 10, we will be asking you to volunteer to work on the day of the fair. 

But in the meantime, we are still looking for several people to chair various areas. Can you help? 

 Breakfast – one or two chairpersons 

 Jewelry – one chairperson 

 Silent Auction – one or two chair persons 

 Candy – one co-chairperson 

 Books – one co-chairperson 

If you can take charge of one of these areas, please contact Lesley Fallu or Brenda DuLong. 

 

 

Harvest Fair Collections 
Submitted by Lesley Fallu 

Summer is finally here and with a little more than 3 months to go, it’s 
time to get serious about the Harvest Fair. Everyone can help. Here 
are some ways: 
 

mailto:fallu@comcast.net
mailto:bsdulong@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

 

2023 Schedule of Events 

Visit www.merrimackparksandrec.org/4th-of-july for more information. 

Date   Time  Event     Location 
Monday, July 3  6:30 -8:00 pm Patriotic Concert in the Park   Abbie Griffin Park 
Tuesday, July 4 8:00 am 25th Annual Sparkler 5k Road Race  Merrimack High School track 
   8:00 am Rotary Club Pancake Breakfast  Merrimack High School 
   1:00 pm 4th of July Parade    D.W. Hwy & Baboosic Lake Rd 
   9:15 pm Fireworks Display    O’Gara Dr. Athletic Fields 
 

Harvest Fair Craft Nights 

Brenda DuLong will be organizing craft nights when we will make crafts to be sold at the Harvest Fair.  Dates 
and times are listed below. In preparation for these craft nights, Brenda is looking for donations of the 
following craft supplies: 

 Magazines, catalogs, maps, travel brochures (these will be torn apart) 

 Small foam paint brushes 

 Medium size bottle of MOD PODGE 

 Medium size bottle ELMER’S GLUE 

 1 – 2 dozen 3 x 3 ceramic tiles 

 2, 4, or 6 inch wreaths / candle rings  (any season) 

 Bottle of white acrylic paint 

Workshop Dates 
Please let Brenda DuLong or Lesley Fallu know if you plan to attend. No experience necessary! Check the 

weekly bulletins for more workshop dates. 

Thursday, July 13  6:00 – 7:30 pm  Coasters 

Thursday, August 17  6:00 – 7:30 pm  Decorative Framed Art 

Thursday, September 14 6:00 – 7:30   Fair Prep: signs, price tags, etc. 

Saturday, September 30 8 am – 12 noon  Apple Pie Assembly Line  

 

http://www.merrimackparksandrec.org/4th-of-july
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SMALL BLESSINGS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 
9:30am Worship  

1:45pm Palace Theatre Outing  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

26 27 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Trustees Meeting  

28 
7:00pm Summer Book Club  

29 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

30 1 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

2 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

3 
Pastor's Vacation  

4 
Church office closed  

Independence Day 

Pastor's Vacation  

5 
Pastor's Vacation  

6 
Pastor's Vacation  

7 
Pastor's Vacation  

8 
Pastor's Vacation  

1:00pm Ben Adams Eagle Court 

of Honor  

9:00pm Fireworks at Roger 

Green's house  

9 
Pastor's Vacation  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

10 
Pastor's Vacation  

11 
Pastor's Vacation  

8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Finance Committee 

Meeting  

12 
Pastor's Vacation  

13 
Pastor's Vacation  

8:00am Fit & Strong  

6:00pm Harvest Fair Craft 

Workshop  

14 
Pastor's Vacation  

15 
Pastor's Vacation  

5:30pm Fisher Cats Baseball 

outing  

16 
Pastor's Vacation  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

17 18 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Church Council 

Meeting  

19 
6:00pm Summer Concert @ 

Abbie Griffin Park  

20 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

1:00pm Dress sewing group  

21 
6:00pm VBS  

22 
9:00am VBS  

23 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

24 25 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Trustees Meeting  

26 
7:00pm Summer Book Club  

27 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

28 29 

30 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

31 1 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Finance Committee 

Meeting  

2 3 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

4 5 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

 

 


