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Advent is my most favorite time of year. There is something magical, holy, special, sacred in the air as 

we anticipate the coming of Christ. The word “advent” literally means “coming” and we wait with hope, love, 

joy, and peace for the promise of God’s kingdom to break into our world through the birth of Christ. This year, 

I invite you to celebrate Advent using the Advent Calendar below, which I created for our congregation. Each 

day there is a simple invitation to spend time with God through Scripture, prayer, acts of kindness, and more. I 

pray that this Advent Season we draw closer to God and to each other as we wait for Christ’s birth. 

          Pastor Annie 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Message 
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WORSHIP 
 

Blue Christmas Thursday, December 21 at 7:00 pm.  

A service of light and hope for those who struggle 
during the holiday season.  
 

Christmas Eve  Two services on Sunday December 24 

9:30 am Family Christmas Eve service during our 
normal Sunday morning worship time  
9:00 pm Traditional candlelight Christmas Eve service  

Outreach Team Giving Tree 
Submitted by Chris Kiss 

From November 26-December 17, the Outreach team will collect gift 
cards ($25 each) to stores such as Target and Walmart to be given to the 
food pantry clients to help them buy gifts for their families. You can bring 
them to church and hang them on the tree in the Sanctuary. 
 

Decorating the Sanctuary 
Saturday, December 2 from 9 am to noon. 

Church work days are a great way to give a helping hand and 
enjoy spending time with your friends from church. Come help 
decorate the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.  
 

 

 

 

 

Ugly Sweater Day 
Share your joy by wearing your ugly 
sweaters to church on Sunday, 
December 17! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 

Advent Book Study: The Gift of the Nutcracker by Matt Rawle 
Four Wednesdays during Advent – November 29, December 6, 13 and 20  

at 7 pm via Zoom. 

"The Nutcracker" is a delightful and whimsical Christmas classic that children 
and adults look forward to every year. First performed in 1892, the music, 
dance, and story of this classic hold a special place in our cultural Christmas 
celebrations. In The Gift of the Nutcracker, Matt Rawle, author of The 
Redemption of Scrooge, explores the story to help us understand God’s greatest 
gift of the Christ child, and the kingdom Christ came to establish. 
Books are available in the church office for $15. Contact the church office or sign 
up on the bulletin board in the office hallway so we can send you the Zoom 
invitation for the discussion. 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

Monthly Breakfast 

The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would love to have you join 
them for breakfast on the first Saturday of every month.   RSVP to George 
Fisher at fishergf@comcast.net so he knows how many people to expect.   
Date:  Saturday, December 2  
Time:  8:00 am 
Place: Mary Ann’s Diner, 1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst 
  

OUTREACH 
 

 

Holiday Closures for Food Pantry and Clothes Closet 
The Merrimack Community Food Pantry and Clothes Closet will be closed December 26 and January 2 in 
observance of Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
 

 

Food Pantry News 
Submitted by Julie and Olivia Gage 

The number of families that the Merrimack Community Food Pantry serves continues to rise.  About 10-15 
new families per month have been coming to us for assistance. We distributed 80 Thanksgiving baskets on 
November 17. 
If you would like to help us keep our shelves stocked, we are running low on oatmeal, canned peas, 
jelly/jam/preserves, and condiments such as mayonnaise, ketchup, mustard, relish and pickles. 
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Carols Cookies & Claus 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm 

Please join us for an afternoon of singing followed 
by refreshments in Fellowship Hall and a special 
visitor from the North Pole. Kids young and old 
have your picture taken with Santa! 
Admission is free.  
Contributions to the refreshment table are 
welcome. 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
Saturday, December 16, 2023 from 9:00 – 11:00 am 

Enjoy some delicious pancakes, sausage, juice and 
coffee.  Bring your cameras and take pictures of your 
children visiting with Santa. 
Admission costs $10 for adults, $8 for children, free 
for children under 5 years old.  
Volunteers needed. See Brenda DuLong if you would 
like to help. 
 

 

 

 

Heaven Sent Meals Fundraiser 
Submitted by Linda Wilson 

 
Heaven Sent Meals is a great way to stock your freezers for those nights when 
you don’t feel like cooking.  Here’s how it works: First we need people to sign 
up to make meals. Meals should serve 2-3 people. Pans will be available in the 
church office.  Meals must be delivered to church no later than January 28. Then 
they will be available for others to purchase for $12 each. Linda Wilson will have 
sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall after church on the following dates: 
 
Dates: Sign up to make meals after church on December 3, 10, 24 and 31. 
 Sign up to purchase meals on January 7, 14 and 21. 
 Pick-up meals on January 28. 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
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Tickets cost $14 for adults, $12 for seniors, and $8 for students and can be 

purchased through the MCA website www.merrimackconcer.org, or at the door.   
 

http://www.merrimackconcer.org/
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SMALL BLESSINGS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

27 28 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm Trustees Meeting  

29 
7:00pm Advent Book Study  

30 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

1 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

2 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

9:00am Church Decorating Day  

3 
Advent 

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

4 5 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Finance Committee 

Meeting  

6 
7:00pm Advent Book Study  

7 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

8 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

9 

10 
9:30am Worship  

2:00pm Caroling, Cookies & Claus  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

11 12 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Church Council 

Meeting  

13 
7:00pm Advent Book Study  

14 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

15 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

16 
9:00am Breakfast with Santa  

17 
9:30am Wear your ugly sweater to church  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

18 19 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry & Holiday 

Shoppe  

7:00pm SPRC Meeting  

20 
7:00pm Advent Book Study  

21 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

1:00pm Dress sewing group  

7:00pm Blue Christmas Service  

22 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

23 

24 
Christmas Eve  

9:30am Family Christmas Eve Worship Service  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

9:00pm Candlelight Worship Service  

25 
Christmas Day 

26 
9:00am Clothes Closet closed 

for holiday  

9:30am Food Pantry closed for 

holiday  

27 28 29 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

30 

31 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

1 2 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Finance Committee 

Meeting  

3 4 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

5 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

6 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

 

 


