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As we prepare to celebrate All Saints Day this coming Sunday (November 5th), I was reminded of this striking 
image created by Scott Erickson called “The Sorrowful Saint.” This image was originally created live during a 
worship service following the shooting of Philando Castile and Alton Sterling as well as the retaliatory shooting 
of five Dallas Police Officers in 2016. The unnamed saint in this image is weeping over the violence and hatred 
in our world and a plant is sprouting up from the saint’s tears. It’s a striking image as it represents both sorrow 
and the potential for hope and new life that can come even in the midst of sorrow.  

Unfortunately since 2016, there have been countless mass shootings with one coming too close for comfort in 
Lewiston, Maine this past week. On top of that sorrow, we hear the news from Israel Palestine where 
thousands of people are being killed as war rages on. I can only imagine how many sorrowful saints there are, 
tears pouring down on our world, as we ask God “why?” or “how long until things change?”  

And yet this image also has hope in the sprout growing from the saint’s tears. With all the saints mourning our 
human idolatry of guns and violence I can only imagine the garden that must be growing from their tears. I 
have certainly cried my own garden from tears recently; and yet there’s hope. There’s hope in the thousands 
of people that gathered for a vigil in Lewiston this past weekend. There’s hope in the laughter of kids getting 
ready for trick-or treating as I write this. There’s hope in the embrace of family members. There’s hope in 
knowing that we have work to do, but that we have a legacy of saints behind us to guide us into that work of 
new life and rebuilding. So I invite you, after you have cried your tears, to pray and think about what YOU can 
do to foster those sprouts in your family, in this congregation, in your community, in your state, in your 
country, in your world. May this sorrowful saint be a blessing to you and an inspiration to take action for the 
transformation of the world. Amen. 

         Pastor Annie 

          
 
 
 

Pastor’s Message 

 

November 1st is known as All Saints Day. When we think of “saints” 
we often think of official saints in the Catholic Church; people like Saint 
Anthony (the saint of lost items) or Mother Theresa. However, when 
we celebrate All Saints Day in the United Methodist Church, saints can 
really be anyone that has gone on before us who left a lasting impact 
with the way they lived their lives in faith and in love. Saints can be 
related to you, they can people who were part of your congregation, 
they can be historical figures who worked for peace and justice, or 
really anyone that lived their life with love as a core value. We call this 
group of saints throughout time and space “The Great Cloud of 
Witnesses” and we invoke their presence every time we share in Holy 
Communion together.  

 

“The Sorrowful Saint” by Scott 

Erickson 
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WORSHIP 
 

Annual Church Conference – November 5 

Granite District Church Conferences will be held in Cluster groups this 
year.  Our annual church conference will be held at 3 pm on Sunday, 
November 5 at First UMC, 961 Valley Street in Manchester. Everyone is 
invited to attend.  District Superintendent Rev. Taesung Kang will lead 
the cluster in a Holy Conferencing worship service and lead the 
individual churches in the business portion of the conference.  

Parking:  There is limited parking that is a block away from the church. 
There are a few spots near the church for those with limited mobility. 
Please don’t use them unless you need them. 

 
 There will be a table for cookies.  They welcome anyone to bring cookies to share. 

Here is the Zoom link for people to join the meeting online: 
https://somos.zoom.us/j/88170253427?pwd=T2k49ajYl9V3Re2oCj0fD6KosKejmp.1 
 

 

https://somos.zoom.us/j/88170253427?pwd=T2k49ajYl9V3Re2oCj0fD6KosKejmp.1
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OUTREACH 
 

 

Scouting for Food – November 4, 2023 

Did you realize that one of every three people served by food banks are 
children? It is reported today nearly one of four people in soup kitchen 
lines is likely to be a child. More than one in three households being 
helped by local food banks and pantries includes children. This year’s 
“Scouting for Food” effort will benefit more than 150 pantries, kitchens 
and closets throughout New Hampshire.  

 On Saturday, October 28, Scouts will deliver Scouting for Food door hangers throughout local neighborhoods. 
On the following Saturday, November 4, Scouts will return to collect the donations. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
The Merrimack Community Food Pantry at St. James will be one of the recipients of the donated food. The food 
pantry is looking for volunteers to help check expiration dates and sort the food so they can restock their 
shelves.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the church office. Pick a time slot that works for 
you between 8:30 am and 2:00 pm. 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Welcome Baby! 

Congratulations to Melinda and Dan Schreffler on 

the birth of their son, Maxwell Augustus. Melinda 

and Dan are happy to report that all are doing well. 

 

 

Outreach Team Hats and Mittens Drive 

During the month of November, the Outreach Team will be collecting hats and mittens which will be distributed 
to students at Merrimack public schools. 
 

Request for Photos 
Joe Marrone is putting together a scrap book with photos of the wood items he has made over the years.  If 
you purchased one of his wood items at a Church Fair, he would like to have a photo of it.  Let him know 
at joe_marrone@comcast.net or call 603-494-2985.  Thanks. 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

Monthly Breakfast 

The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would love to have you join 
them for breakfast on the first Saturday of every month.   RSVP to George 
Fisher at fishergf@comcast.net so he knows how many people to expect.   
Date:  Saturday, November 4  
Time:  8:00 am 
Place: Mary Ann’s Diner, 1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst 
  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 

 

Advent Book Study: The Gift of the Nutcracker by Matt Rawle 
Four Wednesdays during Advent – November 29, December 6, 13 and 20  

at 7 pm via Zoom. 

"The Nutcracker" is a delightful and whimsical Christmas classic that children 
and adults look forward to every year. First performed in 1892, the music, 
dance, and story of this classic hold a special place in our cultural Christmas 
celebrations. In The Gift of the Nutcracker, Matt Rawle, author of The 
Redemption of Scrooge, explores the story to help us understand God’s greatest 
gift of the Christ child, and the kingdom Christ came to establish. 
Books are available in the church office for $15. Contact the church office or sign 
up on the bulletin board in the office hallway so we can send you the Zoom 
invitation for the discussion. 
 

Operation Care for Troops 
Submitted by Debbe Walter 

Operation Care for Troops Holiday Packing will take place during the week leading to Veterans' Day (Nov 8-Nov 
11).  We will be sending packages to over 1400 deployed service members.  In each package we include cards 
and letters from grateful community members.  If you are willing to write a short message and sign some 
cards, please see me. If you have any Christmas cards that you are not using, I will be happy to take them as 
my goal is to write 1500 cards for the mailing.  
Another way to contribute is by donating your leftover Halloween candy, you can bring it to church on 
November 5th or text me, Debbe Walter (603-218-9275) and I will pick it up on November 1st or 2nd.   
For more information about Operation Care for Troops, visit www.octnh.org. 
 

mailto:fishergf@comcast.net
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

 

Fellowship Coffee Hour Volunteers Needed 
Submitted by Lesley Fallu 

After the worship service each Sunday, everyone is invited to Fellowship Hall for coffee, lemonade, a snack, 
and a gerat opportunity to visit with others in the congregation. Committee members make the coffee and 
bring the snacks. Each committee is responsible for a month, with other volunteers taking over for the 
summer. Some committees just don’t have enough members to fill a month. Some people serve on multiple 
committees and provide snacks several times during the year. Are you able to help? You don’t need to be on a 
committee to volunteer for coffee hour. It just involves bringing in a snack to share– not necessarily dozens of 
goodies! If you are able to give us a hand, pleas email Lesley Fallu at fallu@comcawst.net. Thanks! 

Harvest Fair 2023 Update 
Submitted by Lesley Fallu and Brenda DuLong 

What a great day we had! Thanks to our volunteers and to the many donations received, we raised about 

$7,200 for the ministries of St. James, up 10% over last year. In spite of overcast and rainy weather, we were 

busy all day, from breakfast through lunch, and everything in between. Many people commented on the 

decorations and the friendly greeting they received, especially by our resident scarecrow at the front door. It 

really was an all-church event and we are grateful for everyone who volunteered that day, as well as those 

who worked for weeks before and after to make the fair a huge success. It’s never too early to start thinking 

about next year, so please pass on your suggestions to Lesley Fallu and Brenda DuLong to get ready for the 

Harvest Fair 2024. Thank you! 

 

St. James will host a blood drive on 
Wednesday, November 15, 2023 from 12:00 pm to 5:30 pm 

Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients. If you are an eligible type O, B- or A- donor, consider 
making a Power Red donation. Red blood cells are the most commonly transfused blood component. 

Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedcrossBlood.org and enter: SAINTJAMES to schedule an 
appointment. 
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8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



9 

 

 



10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL BLESSINGS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
9:30am Worship  

2:00pm Trunk or Treat  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

30 31 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

1 2 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Outreach Team 

meeting  

3 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

4 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

8:30am Scouting for Food  

5 
9:30am Worship  

3:00pm Annual Church Conference  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

6 7 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Finance Committee 

Meeting  

8 9 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

10 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

11 
Veterans Day 

12 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

13 14 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Church Council 

Meeting  

15 
12:00pm Red Cross Blood Drive  

16 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

1:00pm Dress sewing group  

17 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

18 

19 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

20 21 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service  

7:00pm SPRC Meeting  

22 23 
Thanksgiving Day 

24 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

25 

26 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

27 28 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm Trustees Meeting  

29 
7:00pm Advent Book Study  

30 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

1 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

2 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

 

 

 


