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“Pray, then, in this way: 

Our Father in heaven, 

    may your name be revered as holy. 

    May your kingdom come. 

    May your will be done 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us today our daily bread. 

    And forgive us our debts, 

        as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

    And do not bring us to the time of trial, 

        but rescue us from the evil one.” 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

A few weeks ago, our administrative assistant/Sunday School director/all around amazing human, Robin 

House, noticed that during Communion the children did not really know The Lord’s Prayer as we were praying 

it in worship. She decided in the new year that it would be a good thing to teach our children, so she found a 

beautiful children’s book on The Lord’s Prayer written by Rev. Adam Hamilton (a UMC pastor and author). 

When Robin told me this story, I thought “what a perfect opportunity for ALL of us to learn the Lord’s Prayer!” 

So we found a worship series and book study for adults also written by Rev. Adam Hamilton that we will follow 

along with up until the season of Lent. 

 

Now you may be saying to yourself, “but Pastor Annie, I already know the Lord’s Prayer by heart!” To which I 

would respond, “of course you do! BUT do you really KNOW what you are praying when you recite the words 

from memory? Do you FEEL the prayer in your heart every time as you lift it up to God?” Answering for myself, 

I would say “not always.” When things like prayers become such an ingrained part of our faith and religious 

rituals, they often lose meaning for us because we don’t actually process what we are saying anymore.  

 

I would invite you in this new year, to make a new commitment to The Lord’s Prayer as we engage with it over 

a 6-week worship series and book study. Bring a child-like wonder to the prayer along with our children who 

will also be learning it. Try praying it daily (if you don’t already), but don’t just say the words to say them; 

spend time with this prayer and really mean it and know it and feel it. The New Year is a great time to reassess 

our practices and habits, faith included! So join us for worship on Sundays this season to unpack The Lord’s 

Prayer, and learn even more through our weekly virtual book study on Wednesday nights at 7pm on Zoom. 

Books are available in the church office for purchase ($17; or talk with Pastor Annie if you need help with 

funding). May this new year fill you with the daily bread you need. Amen. 

 

           Pastor Annie 

Pastor’s Message 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

WORSHIP 
 

 

Book Study: The Lord’s Prayer by Adam Hamilton 
Wednesdays January 10, 17, 24, 31, and February 7 

In The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power of the Prayer Jesus Taught, pastor 
and bestselling author Adam Hamilton guides us to really know—and really 
pray—the Lord’s Prayer. He explores each of its rich lines and their meaning in 
the Bible, illuminating what we ask of God and what we ask of ourselves through 
its words. And he teaches us how to use it as a pattern for our own prayer life. 
Books are available in the church office for $17. Contact the church office or sign 
up on the bulletin board in the office hallway so we can send you the Zoom 
invitation for the discussion. 
 

 

Sunday School News 
Submitted by Robin House 

The St. James Sunday School will also be 
focusing on the Lord’s Prayer starting in 
January.  The adult book study mentioned 
above includes a Children’s Leader Guide with 
session plans for children including games, 
activities, and craft ideas to help them learn and 
understand the Lord’s Prayer as the prayer 
Jesus taught us to pray. 

Pastor’s Vacation 

Pastor Annie will be on vacation from December 25 to 

January 6.  Call Rev. Gary Ponder-Williams at 816-896-

4992 for pastoral emergencies from December 25 – 

December 31 and Rev. John Whitley at 603-673-7861 

between January 1 and January 6.  December 31 

worship will be led by ministry candidate Jeffrey Hipp.   

 

I would like to thank the St. James congregation for your 
generosity of my Christmas gift. Our family truly 
appreciates the love and we are so grateful to be here in 
Merrimack with you all.  
Pastor Annie 
 

 

 

Thank You  
from Pastor Annie 
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Church Work Day 
Saturday, January 6 from 9 am to noon. 

Submitted by Dick Wallace 

Church work days are a great way to give a helping hand and enjoy 
spending time with your friends from church.  We will be doing general 
cleaning and some painting. No experience or special skills needed. 
 

 

NEWS FROM COMMITTEES AND TEAMS 
 

Church Council News 

The church council is the group of committee chairpersons and ministry team leaders that meets once per 
month to report on what each committee and team is working on and to vote on decisions that need to be 
made. 
Bob Hurle is stepping down as Church Council chairperson. We would like to thank Bob for his many years of 
dedicated service to the church in this position and various other ways he has served St. James over the years. 
We would also like to thank Sam Doolan who is stepping down from his Member at Large position on Church 
Council and, like Bob, has served the church for many years in various ways.  
We look forward to having Gwen Murray as our next Church Council chairperson.  Our next meeting is January 
9, 2024, and will continue to meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30 pm. 

 

Your Donations Made a Difference in 2023 
Submitted by Lesley Fallu 

Your special donations made a difference at St. James.  Take a look at the great things that were done: 

 St. James sponsored two campers for Wanakee from special donations to the Youth Ministry Fund along 

with money from the Barbara Jenkins Memorial Fund and an anonymous donation. 

 We replaced the pastor’s computer with money from the Barbara Jenkins Memorial Fund. 

 The new railing in the middle of the stairs in the office wing was partially funded by the Beth Cox 

Memorial Fund. 

 Donations from 8 members allowed us to replace the flooring in the office wing hallway. 

 The fence around the playground was replaced with donations and a nice discount from On the Fence, 

LLC, whose owner was baptized here at St. James. 

Thank you to everyone for these designated donations, above and beyond what we can fund with our budget! 
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OUTREACH 
 

Holiday Closures for Food Pantry and 

Clothes Closet 
The Merrimack Community Food Pantry and Clothes 
Closet will be closed January 2 in observance of New 
Year’s Day. 
 

Outreach Team News 
Submitted by Team Leader Chris Kiss 

The Outreach Team would like to thank everyone 
for their donations of hats and mittens.  The local 
schools that received them were very appreciative. 
 
We also thank everyone who donated gift cards to 
our giving tree.  The cards were distributed to food 
pantry clients along with toys and gift items in the 
Food Pantry “Holiday Shoppe” on December 19. 
   
 

 

 

 

In celebration of Valentine’s Day, a time of year when much of the holiday 

food pantry donations have been depleted, the Outreach Team is providing 

you the opportunity to honor loved ones by making a monetary donation to 

the food pantry. Your name and that of your loved ones will be included in 

the bulletin on a special insert on Feb. 11th.  

 
Place your donation with this form in the offering plate during Sunday worship or mail it to St. James UMC, 

P.O. Box 895, Merrimack, NH 03054 no later than 2/4/24.  Make your check payable to Merrimack 

Community Food Pantry with “Valentine FP gift” in the notation section. Please include the following 

information with your donation: 

Given by:   __________________________________________________ 

In Honor of: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

Monthly Breakfast 

The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would 
love to have you join them for breakfast on the first 
Saturday of every month.   RSVP to George Fisher at 
fishergf@comcast.net so he knows how many people 
to expect.   
Date:  Saturday, January 6  
Time:  8:00 am 
Place: Mary Ann’s Diner, 1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst 
  

  

Heaven Sent Meals Fundraiser 
Submitted by Linda Wilson 

 
Heaven Sent Meals is a great way to stock your 
freezers for those nights when you don’t feel like 
cooking.  Sign up to purchase meals after church on 
January 7, 14 and 21. They will be available to 
purchase for $12 each.  
If you have signed up to make meals, pans are 
available in the church office. Meals should serve 2-
3 people.  Please bring them to church on or before 
January 28, which is pick-up day.  
 

Thank you from Operation Care for Troops 
Submitted by Louise Yeaton 

Dear friends of OCT,  
Many thanks for your efforts to send special handiwork to our troops this 2023 Holiday season. The scarves, 
helmets, and ear warmers you created are great to look at and also to keep them warm and comfortable. The 
shipment was to 1500 troops this fall. 
 
Blessings to all,  
Louise Yeaton 

 

mailto:fishergf@comcast.net
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Santa Was Here! 

Santa Claus made two 
appearances at St. James 
Church in December - Carols, 
Cookies and Claus on December 
10 and Breakfast with Santa on 
December 16.  Children young 
and old had a wonderful time at 
both events. Thank you to 
Pastor Annie and the Nurture 
Team for organizing the Carols 
and Cookies free event and to 
Brenda DuLong for organizing 
the Breakfast with Santa 
fundraiser. 
 

 

 

Breakfast photos by Brenda DuLong 

Carols Cookies & Claus photos by Kyle Sanborn 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 

 

St. James will host a blood drive on 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024 from 12:00 pm to 5:30 pm 

Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedcrossBlood.org and enter: SAINTJAMES to schedule an 
appointment. Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to completer your pre-donation reading and health history questions on the day 
of your appointment. 

Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients. If you are an eligible type O, B- or A- donor, consider 
making a Power Red donation. Red blood cells are the most commonly transfused blood component. 

Everyone who gives blood between January 1-31 will automatically be entered for a chance to win a trip for 
you and a guest to Super Bowl LVIII in Las Vegas. Includes travel, hotel, $1,000 gift card, pre-game activities and 
more. 

 

 

Bridges 9th Annual Love is in the Air Gala & Auction 

Saturday, January 27, 2024 
Sky meadow Country Club, 6 Mountain Laurels Dr. Nashua, NH 

 

Love is in the Air is a fabulous fundraising event with live and silent auctions, dinner, 
dancing, and revelry that combine for a can’t miss night out. The theme of the event 
is meant to celebrate healthy relationships and the joy and freedom to live without 
abuse. 

 

 

Purchase your Tickets, Tables, & Balloons:  
General Admission $150 per person. You can also show your support by purchasing balloons or a golden ticket 
for the chance to win fabulous prizes such as your choice of live auction items, sports memorabilia, and jewelry 
valued over $4,500. To learn more and to purchase tickets, visit tinyurl.com/LoveisintheAir2024.  
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SMALL BLESSINGS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 
Pastor Vacation  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

1 
Pastor Vacation  

2 
Pastor Vacation  

8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet closed 

for holiday  

9:30am Food Pantry closed for 

holiday  

7:00pm Finance Committee 

Meeting  

3 
Pastor Vacation  

4 
Pastor Vacation  

8:00am Fit & Strong  

5 
Pastor Vacation  

7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

6 
Pastor Vacation  

8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

9:00am Church Work Day  

7 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

8 9 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm Church Council 

Meeting  

10 
7:00pm Lord's Prayer book 

study  

11 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

12 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

13 

14 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

15 16 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

7:00pm SPRC Meeting  

17 
12:00pm Red Cross Blood Drive  

7:00pm Lord's Prayer book 

study  

18 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

1:00pm Dress sewing group  

19 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

20 

21 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

22 23 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm Trustees Meeting  

24 
7:00pm Lord's Prayer book 

study  

25 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

7:00pm Christian Unity 

Webinar neumc.org/events  

26 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

27 

28 
9:30am Worship  

10:30am Pick up Heaven Sent Meals  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

29 30 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

31 
7:00pm Lord's Prayer book 

study  

1 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

2 
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal  

3 
8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

 

 

 


