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WORSHIP 
 

Pastor’s Summer Vacation 

Pastor Annie and her family are enjoying their summer vacation through July 8. Rev. 
Gary Ponder-Williams will lead worship on July 7. Rev. Kelly Turney at Main St. UMC 
in Nashua will be available for pastoral emergencies.  Her contact information is 603-
882-3361 (office), 603-594-8323 (parsonage) or 603-883-7135 (text). 
Have fun and safe travels Pastor Annie, John and Finn! 
 

 

 

Granite District Says Farewell to DS Taesung Kang 
June 11, 2024 article and photo from NEUMC.org 

After seven years, the Granite District said farewell to their 
superintendent, the Rev. Taesung Kang. 
  
A celebration of Rev. Kang’s ministry was held on Saturday, June 
8, 2024, at St. Paul’s UMC in Manchester, NH. Beginning July 1, 
Rev. Kang will serve South UMC in Manchester, CT. The Rev. Dr. 
Jackie Brannen, retired, will take over and serve as DS of the 
Granite District until June 30, 2025. Dr. Brannen was previously 
Katahdin District superintendent. 

 

Rev. Kang began his remarks by thanking the district, his family, his Cabinet colleagues and the bishops with 
whom he’s served. 
  
“Seven years! I can’t believe it,” Rev. Kang said. “I love the number seven. In Scripture, it often symbolizes 
completeness or perfection. I don’t mean my seven years have been perfect or complete; quite the opposite. 
It’s been a journey filled with twists and turns, moving forward on the familiar paths of tradition and the 
uncertain, unprecedented roads of the unknown.” 
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“I believe God has called us all to a journey of transformation and the creation of a new future. As Tod 
Bolsinger mentions in his book ‘Canoeing the Mountains,’ perhaps we have all been called to pioneer a path 
that has not yet been traveled,” Rev. Kang said. 
  
The reference was a fitting one for Rev. Kang, who took up kayaking and hiking during his tenure in New 
Hampshire. 
  
“I have developed a ritual during my hikes,” he said. “As I hike up, I try to empty out anything that suppresses 
me. And on the way down, I always stop at a brook or river to wash my face and recite, ‘Remember your 
baptism. Remember you’re God’s beloved. Therefore, be grateful.’ This has been my mantra as I start each 
day or sit in my office. Let’s continue to remember who we are and whose we are in Christ.” 
  
As Dean of the Cabinet, Rev. Jill Colley Robinson shared some thoughts on behalf of her colleagues. Rev. Colley 
Robinson, who serves as superintendent of the Green Mountain District, joined the Cabinet at the same time 
as Rev. Kang. 
  
Their years have been tumultuous ones, she pointed out, citing “the $2.46 billion class action suit against the 
Boy Scouts of America, a pandemic and the pursuant thrice postponed General Conference, disaffiliations and 
schism in the denomination, the sudden loss of Bishop Devadhar and other loved ones, to name just a few.” 
  
“Speaking personally,” Rev. Colley Robinson said, “I could not have survived these last seven years without 
your encouraging spirit, your abiding faithfulness that is so deeply grounded in prayer, and your unforced 
ability to make us all laugh.” 
  
“In the words of our colleague, [Director of Connectional Ministries] We Chang, ‘Taesung is one of the most 
resilient persons I have known. What makes his resilience stand out is that he practices it with grace and a 
smile.’” 
  
In her reflection on Rev. Kang’s ministry, Bishop Peggy A. Johnson shared some of the many things she and he 
have in common: 
  
“… we both had attended Asbury Seminary, we had a passion for mission work and had done some church 
planting,” the bishop said. “I was later to find out that both of us appreciate so much Paul’s enthusiastic 
blessing found in chapter 15 of the Book of Romans. 
  
“Oh! May the God of green hope fill you up with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your believing lives, filled 
with the life-giving energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with hope.”  — Romans15:13 (The Message) 
  
“You have been blessed,” Bishop Johnson told members of the district, “and through his life-giving ministry 
among you, you have hope: hope for the future, hope for doing things some new ways, hope that comes only 
by God, who even in these challenging times, keeps giving us the power to continue on, knowing that the 
future is bright in God’s hands.” 
  
She encouraged them to “take a page out of DS Taesung’s Roman 15 playbook” and “be filled with joy and 
peace and believe in the hope that is yours in Christ Jesus and the hope you give to others as you serve.” 
  
The day’s events included a lunch provided by the nearby churches Rev. Kang had served. 
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Summer Break for Committee Meetings 

The Finance Committee, Church Council, SPRC, 
and Board of Trustees will not hold their 
monthly meetings in July.  
Also, we will not have a church work day in the 
month of July. 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM COMMITTEES AND TEAMS 
 

Holiday Office Hours 

Robin will be in the church office on Monday and 
Tuesday July 1 and 2. The office will be closed on 
Wednesday and Thursday, July 3 and 4.  

Finance Committee Update 

The Finance Committee has been attempting to balance the 2024 budget. As you know, we are facing a 
potential $45,000 deficit this year. At the June 9th all-church meeting, the committee presented several ideas 
on how to increase income and decrease expenses. In case you missed the meeting, here is a short summary.  
Income ideas: 

 If possible, give an extra amount each month, as if there was an extra Sunday in each month. If not the 

entire amount of your regular pledge, whatever you can afford to give. 

 Adopt-a-bill: If there is something you feel passionate about, donate your money toward that bill each 

month. 

 Sponsor a fundraiser. If you have an idea for a fundraiser, go to the next Finance Committee meeting. 

We are currently looking for someone to sponsor a dinner or other fundraiser for November 2024, but 

it’s also great to look ahead to 2025. 

Expense ideas: 

 On July 9, at a church conference, we voted to change the wording to the Organist Reserve Fund so 

that we can use the money to pay our current organist salary from that fund.  

 At Church Council in April, we voted to pay half of our monthly share of our Mission Share bill to the 

New England Conference. We will continue at this rate unless we have funds later in the year to make 

up the remaining portion of our bill. 

 We are looking ahead to 2025 with the hope of applying for a couple of grants to help with Mission 

Shares and possibly other bills. 

We welcome your input. If you have ideas or questions about any of this, please call or email the church office. 
You will be forwarded to a member of the finance Committee. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 

It’s Time to Register for VBS 

This year’s VBS theme is Camp Firelight: A Summer Camp Adventure with 

God. To help people manage their busy schedules, St. James will host a 

weekend VBS.  We’ll start at 5:00 pm on Friday, July 19 with pizza for dinner 

followed by Day 1 activities until 7:30 pm.  Come back again on Saturday, 

July 20 from 9 am to 3 pm for more fun. Visit our online registration 

webpage for participants and volunteers:  https://st-james-umc-merrimack-

nh.mycokesburyvbs.com/. There is also a link to the registration webpage 

on the St. James website www.stjames-umchurch.org 

Volunteers needed. Help kids put their trust in God.  See Robin House if you 
can help.  

 

 

Summer Reading Virtual Book Club 

During the month of July, the summer book club will 
read The Cemetery of Untold Stories by Julia Alvarez. 
In this book literary icon Julia Alvarez returns with an 
inventive and emotional novel about storytelling 
itself that will be an instant classic. The discussion 
will happen on July 24 at 7pm via Zoom. Sign up on 
the bulletin board or contact the church office so we 
can send you the Zoom link. PLEASE SHARE! This is a 
perfect opportunity to invite a friend to something. 
  

http://www.stjames-umchurch.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Cemetery-Untold-Stories-Novel-ebook/dp/B0CDWKLL5R/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.pL9WSWNMb2ljuOx0cCgTfQx1hRxehPs48rexk1lGiReWIOBCPavFFaQS2bj3pMNTZgytJmjU0kd3VCRyXzP72BDjT0Wn0BQ0rvyt5zZ811wnSpUF3tAuiTIwD7gVBXgfZggBsDl7WC7qsWGSGyWktznTsi67rOCv3h73XEzGeXd_9hYf2CpKIhGREE3kaYAY9Lif6jXL_oqO7zZlzlo1mW3-j-5z8NczTwTRfRaLr2c.GthCQFs9OWeNmUqGRs4vpYLaIHRKX09GL0IxGzIOykw&qid=1714058276&sr=8-1
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OUTREACH 
 

 

Backpacks for Back to School 

The Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter needs help with their annual “Backpacks for Back to School” program. 
They collect new backpacks and school supplies for families trying to live on minimum wage, staying at the 
shelter, or visiting the soup kitchen for food. 
Starting a new school year with a new backpack and new school supplies always brings joy to the students 
who get them. Donations can be dropped off at 2 Quincy St. in Nashua from July 29 to August 2. If you are 
interested in volunteering to help sort, organize, assemble and distribute backpacks, you can sign up at 
nsks.volunteerhub.com. 
 

Supply List 
2” Three ring binders (required in high school) staplers (mini or desk size) 
Loose leaf filler paper     student scissors (safety scissors for younger students) 
Tabbed dividers     dry erase markers 
Spiral notebooks     crayons (box of 24) 
#2 pencils      colored pencils (bright or bold) 
Handheld pencil sharpener    washable colored markers 
Separate erasers     pencil boxes or pouches for elementary school children 
Pens       lunch boxes/snack bags for elementary school children 
12 inch rulers      calculators for high school students 
Protractor or multi-piece drafting package  dictionary 
Bottled glue      index cards 
Glue sticks      8 GB or larger flash drive for high school students 
Scotch tape 

And most important, new backpacks for boys and girls grades kindergarten-12th grade 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

Monthly Breakfast 

The St. James United Methodist Men (UMM) would 
love to have you join them for breakfast on the first 
Saturday of every month.   RSVP to George Fisher at 
fishergf@comcast.net so he knows how many people 
to expect.   
 
Date:  Saturday, July 6  
Time:  8:00 am 
Place: Mary Ann’s Diner, 1 Craftsman Lane, Amherst 
  

 

Coffee Hour Volunteers Needed  

We need volunteers to make coffee and provide 
refreshments for coffee hour after church during the 
months of July and August. There is a sign-up sheet 
on the bulletin board outside the church office.  
Feel free to use baked goods in kitchen freezer that 
are marked for coffee fellowship 

 

 

Summer with St. James Outings:  Join your friends from church when we listen to the Merrimack Concert 
Association perform patriotic music on July 3, the Bedford Big Band on August 14 and children’s musician Judy 
Pancoast on August 21. Visit www.merrimackparksandrec.org for the full concert schedule.  
In case of inclement weather, check merrimackparksandrec.org  or the Merrimack Parks and Rec Facebook 
page regarding the status of the show. 
 

Merrimack Parks and Rec Summer Concert Series 

Come and join the Merrimack Parks and Recreation 
Department this summer for their free weekly summer 
Concert Series at Abbie Griffin Park. Concerts are held on 
Wednesday nights from 6 to 8 pm and each week features 
a different musical style. Bring blankets or lawn chairs and 
your dinner and enjoy this free night of entertainment.  

Spring Tea Gets a 5 Star Review! 

We received a nice note from a satisfied customer who attended our Spring Tea. It reads, “Five stars for 
the Spring Tea Committee! I attended the event Saturday, May 11 and felt compelled to write this note. 
What an outstanding performance! The plates of tasty tea foods and desserts were beautifully 
presented. The servers were most cordial and attentive. Thank you for offering this delightful gathering.” 

mailto:fishergf@comcast.net
http://www.merrimackparksandrec.org/
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Please keep Pastor Jennifer Savoy and her family in your prayers. 
Jen’s father, Timothy R. Pierce, 71, died May 31, 2024. Condolences 
may be sent to 15 Rockwood Circle, Contoocook, NH 03229. 
Timothy’s celebration of life was held on June 6 at Hillsboro United 
Methodist Church. 

 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Summer with St. James 

Fisher Cats Baseball Faith & Family Night 
Meet the team chaplain and some of the players then 
watch the Fisher Cats take on the Reading Fightin’ Phils 
at Delta Dental Stadium.  
Bonus –Atlas Fireworks after the game! 
Date:   Saturday, July 27  
Time:  5:00 pm Meet the team chaplain and talk to 
 players. Game starts at 6:35 pm 
Cost: $12 per person. Sign up on bulletin board next 
 to the church office.    
Deadline to sign up for group tickets is July 7. 
Park in the SNHU Millyard Parking Garage for $10. Save 
$2 if you purchase a parking space in advance on the 
Fisher Cats website  
www.milb.com. 
   
 
  
 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 

15th Annual New Life Home Golf Tournament Fundraiser 

Golf outing to benefit the New Life Home for Women and Children in Manchester, NH. New Life Home carries 
out a mission to save lives, empower women, and restore families. This is achieved by providing a long-term 
residential recovery program designed to nurture, coach, and advocate for the advancement of broken 
women and their children. The multi-faceted, faith-based program aims to introduce responsibility and 
commitment into the women’s lives. To learn more about the amazing work done at New Life, visit 
www.newlifehome.org. 
 
Golf Outing Details 
Date: July 22, 2024  
Place: Sky Meadow Country Club, 6 Mountain Laurels Dr. Nashua, NH 03062 
Format: Four Person Scramble 
Price: $175.00 
Event Schedule: 
6:30 am  Registration, breakfast snacks, driving range and practice areas open 
7:30 am  Shotgun Start 
12:30 pm  Lunch, awards and raffles 
Register at https://events.golfstaatus.com/event/newlifehome_golf2024 
 

 

2024 Schedule of Events 

Visit www.merrimackparksandrec.org/4th-of-july for more information. 

Date   Time  Event     Location 
Wednesday, July 3  6:30 -8:00 pm Patriotic Concert in the Park   Abbie Griffin Park 
Thursday, July 4 8:00 am 25th Annual Sparkler 5k Road Race  Merrimack High School track 
   8:00 am Rotary Club Pancake Breakfast  Merrimack High School 
   1:00 pm 4th of July Parade    D.W. Hwy & Baboosic Lake Rd 
   9:15 pm Fireworks Display    O’Gara Dr. Athletic Fields, also  
          visible from Watson Park 
 

http://www.newlifehome.org/
https://events.golfstaatus.com/event/newlifehome_golf2024
http://www.merrimackparksandrec.org/4th-of-july
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Thank you from Girl Scout Troop 13912 

Senior Girl Scout Troop 13912 has been meeting in our undercroft on Thursday evenings.  To show their 
appreciation to St. James, they gave several boxes of Girl Scout cookies that we can share during coffee hour 
and a thank you note that reads, “Girl Scout Troop 13912 thanks St. James Methodist Church for the use of 
space for our meetings! Enjoy these Girl Scout Cookies!  Lily, Melody, Lauren, Moriah, Amy, Maria, Izzy and 
troop leader Stacie” 

Harvest Fair Update – July 2024 

Harvest Fair News: Save the date! The Harvest Fair will take place on Saturday, October 19. As you know, it is a 

great fundraiser, but also brings many community members into our church. It is really an all hands on-deck 

operation with planning spread out over most of the year. Right now, we need to start collecting your 

donations.  

 Please bring items you are donating to the yard sale/flea market to the undercroft. There are tables set 

up for your donations. If you cannot get to the undercroft with your items, you can drop them off in the 

Wesley room. 

 If you have books to donate, they can also go to the undercroft on a separate table. 

 Are you a crafter? If so, please bring your craft items to the church office. Lesley and Brenda will store 

them. Remember, for larger crafts, to limit your crafting to 6 – 8 items per craft. If your item is a hot-

seller, we can always take orders for more. 

 Last, but maybe most importantly, can you donate toward the silent auction. The silent auction has 

brought in the most money for the last several years. Need ideas? How about some of these: gift cards 

to local businesses or restaurants; themed baskets; donations from a business that you own or work at; 

vacation rental week from your time share or property. If you have other ideas for the silent auction, let 

us know. This part of the fair really brings community people in to the church. 

We still need people to chair the Book room and the Candy table. Let us know if you are interested in 

organizing either of these tables. If you have any ideas or questions, please contact Lesley Fallu 

(fallu@comcast.net) or Brenda DuLong (bsdulong@gmail.com). 

 

 

mailto:fallu@comcast.net
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SMALL BLESSINGS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
Pastor Vacation  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

1 
Pastor Vacation  

2 
Pastor Vacation  

8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm No Finance Committee 

Meeting  

3 
Office Administrator vacation  

Pastor Vacation  

6:00pm Concert in the Park  

4 
Independence Day 

Pastor Vacation  

5 
Pastor Vacation  

6 
Pastor Vacation  

8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

7 
Pastor Vacation  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

8 
Pastor Vacation  

9 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm Harvest Fair Meeting  

10 11 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

12 13 
9:00pm Fireworks at Roger 

Green's house  

14 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

15 16 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm No SPRC Meeting  

17 18 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

19 
Mission U  

5:00pm VBS  

20 
Mission U  

9:00am VBS  

21 
Mission U  

9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

22 23 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

6:30pm No Trustees Meeting  

24 
7:00pm Summer Book Club  

25 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

26 27 
5:00pm Fisher Cats Baseball 

outing  

28 
9:30am Worship  

5:30pm NH Table Tennis Club  

29 30 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

9:00am Clothes Closet  

9:30am Food Pantry  

31 1 
8:00am Fit & Strong  

2 3 
8:00am Garden Club Plant Sale  

8:00am Monthly Breakfast  

 

 
Thank you to the volunteers who signed up to prove refreshments following worship during the month of July. 


